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Dear ltr. Blubaugft:

In ligfrt of recent discussions concerning the development_of a-specific
reclamatiSn/revegetation policy pertinent to all Atlas l'finerals' mines, I -
addressing you "ith the Divisibn-'s final concerns. As you know, the approval
of the rcit- recently adopted surety contract is contingent upon the
satisfactory develo-pent- of a revegetation plan fiigh wi]l specif ically
establish a level oi standard that-will enable the Division to determine
whether or not success has been acbieved during reclgmqtion. In order to
provide this information as part of the reclematio.n plan, certain
Lharacteristics i.e. criterii, neei to be proposed and cmitted to by Atlas
Minerals in order to provide sosE type of measuring device which will indicate
itrat "a11 practical land treatrnts irave been attempted" per Rule l{-12(3) -

It seems apparent tbat the research proposal developed by- ltbrrison lbudsen
entitled ldetbo-dblogv for Reclmatisr/Revegetation of Uranitm ltined tands in
Utah and satisfy the Division's concerns in
@iredeffort,ifaccepLedbyAt1asasproposed.[bwever,a
letter attacbed io it dated October 15, 1982 to Susan Linner qualifies certain
aspects of the report and certainly negates particular reccmtended Proposals

"optrio.d 
therein for one reason or another.- Although lbrrison Knudson's

report need not be officially adopted as pol]cy by {tlaq,-the Division
retomends that the proposed- ideai at least be tried and incorporated into
test plots or dmo.,slration sites. The letter to I'Is. Linner confirms Atlas'
willingness to do part of this, as I r-rnderstand tbe situation. However, tbe
letter does not propose any cmifnt to institute any specific types of
demonstration activities, nor does it declare where these mny occur.
Therefore, to establisb coryliance with the Mined Land Reclamntion Act and

cmplete ihe oecessary arrangements prior to final_gPProval,.the Division is
requesting further detaik regarding what Atlas will acccuplish in a
prescribed, mutually agreed uPon, time frae.
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the following issues should be incorporated into Atlas' cmitment:

1. In terms of bonding, a cost estim:te per mine site should incorporate
a worst case figure, i.e. most expensive revegetation costs likely to be
incurred.

2. Tlansplanting techniques should be incorporated into the demonstration
site designs and include "critical area" exmples sucb as slopes and
southern exposures.

3. lfu1cb and fertilzer should be irylemented as factors in the test plots.

4. A seed list should be developed which r.rould include all possible
selections which may tre used during reclam.ation at particular mine sites.
Alternative plantings cbosen frm this list may be used depending on
variability and cost fr@ year to year so long as a minimr-m selection is
picked, i.e. grasses, forbs, and shrubs in terms of pounds of pure live
seed (PIS) per acre.

5. The specific <lmnstration site designs should be fonparded to the
Division for approval within thirty (30) days after final approval of the
overall plan is issued by the Division.

6. The feasibility of successful revegetation at various mines due Eo
slope steepness and soil conditions etc., will have to be demonstrated
(e.g., locate a demonstration site at either Cane Creek or Standard II and
provide for representation of generally difficult condition.s).

I hope these issues meke it apparent that a final report and/or csrmihnent
frco Atlas Minerals is necessary to bring the permitting matter to a close. I
believe, as you bave stressed with regard to Atlas Minerals, that the Division
also should not be judged on prior reviews or standards of effectiveness.
Ceneral standards aod levels of achievsrent have definately irnproved in both
areas and neither party should rely upon past efforts as indicators of future
direction. Please feel free, as always, to contact me or Tcm with any
probleonc or concerns regarding the permitting of Atlas llinerals' mines.

Jt{S/fiT/Eck

cc: Thonas Tetting, mO{
Sue Linner, DOGl"t

Tm Fortle, DGI

S^incerely yours,

W. S}1ITII, JR.
I}IATM. OT }IINED I-AI{D DEVEI,ORIENT


